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Report on the Investigation Based on a Questionnaire of Intangible
Cultural Heritage Concerning the Influence of the Great East Japan
Earthquake

KopaNt Ryusuke, TAKIKAWA Hiroki, LEE Sunhee, and Fukupa Yu

The research team of the Department of Intangible Cultural Heritage conducted an
investigation based on a questionnaire in order to examine the trend of influence of the Great East
Japan Earthquake on intangible cultural heritages. Questionnaires were sent out to Iwate, Miyagi
and Fukushima prefectures concerning intangible cultural heritages designated by the nation,
prefecture, city, town and villages of each prefecture. The questionnaire was made in two periods,
February 2020 and January to February 2021. Of the 1153 groups concerned with designated
intangible cultural heritages, 633 groups responded. Upon confirmation of the condition of damage
caused by the Earthquake, questions were asked on “the frequency of performance,” “place of
execution” and “funds for activities.” These 4 points were asked from the point of view of time -
“before the disaster,” “immediately after the disaster,” and “ now that 10 years have passed.” In
other words, the aim was to clarify through this research the changes that occurred from before the
disaster to the present. As a result the following points were found. 1) In many aspects, changes
were seen immediately after the disaster but after 10 years there is much movement to return to
the condition before the disaster. 2) The influence of the Earthquake extended to the inland regions
where Tsunami did not strike and exposed issues connected with declining birth rate and
depopulation. Although these points have already been revealed by various investigations and
previous studies, the fact that they have been supported objectively by numerical numbers shows

the significance of the present study.





