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Have you ever looked closely ar ‘Understanding Our Heritage

mi | 5
Pema Visifszéc Rammed Earth House
g &

a house made of earth and wood?
How is life there like?
Let’s go with Pema and

explore these unique traditional houses!

Understanding Our Heritage
Pema Visits A Rammed Earth House

Autior: Working Group for “Understanding Our Heritage™ Project, Ulustrations: Kunihiko Acyama
Published in December 2021
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One sunny day in autumn, Pema
_ her family for the annual Lochey. “]

“Th: '3 a’s here,” Mother says.
“WVhich one is her house s Pema.
“It’s the one near the big tree. Can you see it?”

HEBEEHM ERMNEZORBLRR
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| “This s for you, Yeshi. ‘ “Wow, thank you!” 2 g
“Azhim, is there. nyt ing for me, too?” “Of course, here you are’r ochu.” N R
" .| They are all excited fo receive gifts from the city. | ' j‘v §

“What are you cooking, Grandma?”
“You will see later! Can you pass me some firewood, Karma?”

3 m -
: ’fi{ X % w
Sl
)
T

“Time for lunch!”

Hearing Yeshi’s mother call, J
they all gather in the living room.
“Gondo datshi!”
© Pema is overjoyed finding her favorite dish.

HEHHEEM GEHRHIRROLER
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3 They hear singing from somewhere. They look d :
¢ find women singng as they ram an earthen wall. /
Pema asks, “What arethey doing?” \{ /
N \V/

Yeshi answers, “They are building a traditional hép‘\se
with the help of their neighbours. I heard our house
was also built in the same way a very long time ago.

How is a traditional rammed earth house built?
How is the earthen wall made?

|

walls made to NS e
7l

lean? o \‘?’/

4] gl
6 &

How is the earthen
material prepared?

How is the roof
constructed?

How are the walls
made stronger?

How are the wooden
parts assembled?

How is
the building
facade finished?

HEBELHM GERMRROETH
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Conservation and Utilization of Historic Buildings in Bhutan

- Networking Core Centers for International Cooperation on Conservation of Cultural Heritage Project -

R,

Please evaluate each subject in the F.Y.2021 project following the questionnaire box below. Select s tions/opini
We appreciate your detailed feedback for improving our cooperation project. number Uggessons/apinions
A. Distribution of architectural reference book "VERNACULAR HOUSES in Bhutan'
1: Paor
2 g , 2: Fair
?
A1 | Isthe book useful for your work in heritage conservation? 3 Good
4: Excellent
1: Poor
A2 Can you apply the knowledge acquired through the book to 2: Fair
your future work? 3: Good
4: Excellent
A3 How was the number of examples of traditional house listed ; ]oi Ie_s:t
in Chapter 3 "Architecture” ? LU g
3: Too many
How was the depth of the texts in Chapter 2 "Village and 1 Tag ghallow
Ad 5 2: Just right
Houses"?
3: Too deep
How was the depth of the texts in Chapter 4 1:"Tog s_hallow
A5 | i 2: Just right
Conservation"?
3: Too deep
A Would you think there should be similar books in other type ; :Ieos
: i o :
of architecture or cultural heritage? 3: Maybe
A7 | Any comments for the architectural reference book.
B. Creaton of picture book "Pema Visits A Rammed Earth House"
1: Poor
B1 . . . 2: Fair
| ?
Is the book useful for your work in heritage conservation? 3. Good
4: Excellent
1: Poor
Is the book useful to promote understanding of heritage 2: Fair
B2 )
conservation? 3: Good
4: Excellent
1: Too easy
B3 | How do you think the content as a school teaching material? g Ei':)d
4: Too difficult
. n : . 1: Too childish
B4 How c§0 you think the illustration as a school teaching 2: Fair enough
material? )
3: Too specific
Would you think there should be similar books for other 1 Yes
e historic buildings or cultural heritage? = Ho
9 e 3: Maybe
BB | Anycomments for the picture book.
C. Study Session "Background and Architectural Characteristics of Traditional H in Central and Eastern Bhutan™
1: Poor
c1 Was the session useful for enhancing the Bhutan-Japan 2: Fair
cooperation project in heritage conservation? 3: Good
4: Excellent
1: Peor
c2 How was the simultaneous interpretation from Japanese to 2: Fair
English ? 3: Good
4: Excellent
1: Paor
€3 | Do you think the sessions were interactive? 2o Fair
3: Good
4: Excellent
1: Too short
C4| How was the length of the session? 2: Just right
3: Too long
C5| Anycomments for the study session.
Name

TFor—ho—F (ZVEILTFAL)
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Memorandum of Understanding

Between
Department of Culture, Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs,
Royval Government of Bhutan

&

Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Japan

The Department of Culture, Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs and Tokyvo National

Reszearch Institute for Cultural Properties, (Herein referred to as “both parties”);

Desiring to carry out a joint survey and study on the Bhutanese historic buildings including

traditional houses,

Recognizing that protection of heritage sites in Bhutan (which include Dzongs (fortresses),
religious buildings, palaces and traditional houses as the core elements of a rich cultural landscape)
requires a comprehensive approach towards the protection of heritage buildings as well as their

utilization by maintaining their spiritual and cultural significance;

Whereas the crucial impact of rapid modernization which often results in the destruction and
extinction of traditional houses and settlements that have been inherited over the years and rising
concerns have been recognized by the concerned agencies in Bhutan, especially after the recent two
earthquakes in 2009 and 2011;

Whereas a legal basis for protecting various types of cultural heritage including traditional
houses and settlements is expected to be established when the Cultural Heritage Act of Bhutan which

is currently under the examination of the Royal Government of Bhutan is enacted and implemented;

Whereas the Department of Culture (hereinafter referred to as DOC) and the Division for
Conservation of Heritage Sites under DOC (hereinafter referred to as DCHS) which 1s mandated to
protect heritage sites as well as to preserve and improve traditional construction practice and
techniques in Bhutan has been working towards developing survey methods for designation or
registration of traditional houses and settlements as cultural heritage and sustainable utilization
strategies which suit the current social situation of the country;

Considering that the major constraint in technical capacity of current human resources in
DOC has hindered executing the above-mentioned activities.

Page 1 of 5
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Whereas the Tokvo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties (hereinafter referred
to as TNRICP), has been conducting several joint surveys of Bhutanese traditional structures from

the aspects of engineering and heritage value judgment based on the proposal from DOC;

DOC and TNRICP agree to execute the Project to carry out a joint survey and study on the
Bhutanese historic buildings including traditional houses within the framework of the consignment
contract on Networking Core Centers for International Cooperation on Conservation of Cultural
Heritage Project "Conservation and Utilization of Historic Buildings in Bhutan” between the Agency
for Cultural Affairs, Japan and TNRICP on April 20, 2021,

Both Parties have reached the following understandings;

L The Organization in charge of the Project
DOC will appoint DCHS as the responsible agency for the Project,
- TNRICP will appoint the Japan Center for International Cooperation in Conservation as its

responsible section for the Project which selects the relevant experts to participate in the Project,

1L Objectives

This Project aims to study architectural characteristics of Bhutanese historic buildings
including traditional houses and identify possible techniques and methods to conserve and utilize the
buildings in a feasible and sustainable manner to inherit its heritage values, Thig project also aims
to contribute towards human resource development in DOC by designing suitable methodologies to
carry out all activities mentioned under the section III of this MoU through close collaboration

between the experts of the two Parties.

ITI.  Areas of Cooperation and Collaboration

TNRICP shall carry ont the following jaint survevistudy and asetivity with DCHS nunder DOC

according to the schedule and members previously agreed by both parties:

1 Survey/study of Bhutanese historic buildings including traditional houses in the following
context:
1.1 Value assessment of the buildings as cultural heritage.
1.2 Practical congervation techniques of the buildings in line with the social situation.

1.3 Utilization strategies for the buildings not to reduce their heritage value.

2 Activity of dissemination of Bhutanese historic buildings including traditional houses to foster
Page 2 of 5
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public recognition as cultural heritage, workshop organized in Bhutan by DCHS and TNRICP.

3  Invitation of DCHS staff members and other Bhutanese experts to meetings and trainings in

Japan.

DCHS and TNRICP ghall be responsible to carry out necessary survey and study throughout

the Project period so as to ensure that the outcomes of this Project are delivered.
The latter part of paragraphs 2 and 3 above shall be substituted with online with mutual
agreement by both parties in the event of unavoidable reasons such as travel bans/entry restrictions,

Iv. Responsibility

DCHS under DOC and TNRICP shall make necessary arrangements to ensure effective
implementation of the Project, within the respective mandates and capacities of DCHS and the Project
framework. The responsibility of each Party and the financial agreement between the two Parties
shall be as follows:

1. DCHS shall:
4. Appoint g team responsible for the activities mentioned under the seetion 111 of this MaU.
b. Cover all the travel expenses of the DCHS team (however, the expenses listed in the
following paragraph 2.b. shall be excluded).
¢. Facilitate the TNRICP experts with all the necessary documents to enter and travel within
Bhutan, This includes acquiring custom clearance with tax exemption for bringing
machineries and equipment into Bhutan, which will be used for implementation of the
activities mentioned under the section [11 of this MoU.
2. TNRICP shall:

a. Cover all the travel expenses of its experts.

b. Cover the domestic airfare necessary for the DCHS team in the preceding paragraph l.a
to accompany. when TNRICP activities mentioned under the section I1I of this MOU are
implemented in Bhutan.

c. Cover all the expense for its activities mentioned under the section I1I of this MoU which
are implemented in Bhutan and Japan,

d. Provide required machineries and equipment for test and measurement as proposed by
TNRICP in consultation with DCHS for implementation.

V. Restriction of photography and publication
If a photograph of the interior of a religious building is required for the survey and study

mentioned under the section III of this MoU, approvals must be sought from DOC. Similarly,
Page 3 of 5
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approvals for publication of such photograph shall be sought from DOC.

VI.  Publications

1. Any publications with regard to this Project may be published with consent from both parties.

2. The ownership of all the deliverables and data regarding this Project shall belong to both parties,
3. In case of presenting and publishing those data, both parties shall consult with each other to obtain

permission from the other party.

VIL.  Validity
This MoU will be valid for a period April 20th, 2021 to March 31st, 2022, The term of this MoU

shall be further extended if both parties agree in writing prior to the expiration date above written.

VIII. Termination

This MoU may be terminated by either party, at any time, by giving one month of written
notice. The Parties shall mutually consult with each other to determine whether activities or project
under this MoU should continue or not. Termination will not affect the validity of any contracts or

agreements made under this MoU,

IX, Amendment
This MoU may be amended with the mutual written consent of both the Parties.

X Dispute Settlement
Any dispute regarding the interpretation or application of this MoU will be resolved through
mutual consultation between the Parties and based on the principles of mutual understanding and

respect.

Any other matters except this MoU shall be determined upon mutual agreement between both
parties.

DOC and TNRICP agree with this MoU, and hereby set their signatures on 2 original copies
of this MoU to keep one set at each party.

9> - 0y
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The foregoing represents the understanding reached between the Parties on the matter referred to in

thizs MoU and does not create any legally binding obligations upon the parties.

For the Department of Culture, For the Tokyo National Research
Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs Institute for Cultural Properties,
Bhutan Japan
" ,’k —— f
o b= % & Ak
(signed) (signed)
Nagtsho Dorji SAITO Takamasa
Director Director General
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Thank you very much for allowing me to take this opportunity to have the closing
remarks and also for organizing this session. I think it was a very informative and a very
important program for us to take forward, and also to see ourselves how we want to see
through this program.

We have been working on this project for over a decade now, and the
publication of vernacular houses is one of the important achievements for this project as
well as for our collaboration. The publication is one of this kind, particularly in terms of
technical documentation of our vernacular houses as an important stock of our heritage
buildings. And I would like to, once again, take this opportunity to express our sincere
gratitude to the Japanese Government, particularly to TNRICP, for the support. And
without your support, this program would have been impossible.

I am pleased to inform the team here that the objective of the research has now
extended to the education sector whereby focusing on educating all primary children on
the importance of traditional buildings and have successfully published a picture book
on traditional rammed earth buildings. The picture book will be an important reference
for the primary children, mainly in the context of understanding the cultural heritage.
Now we have embarked on this journey for carrying out our research on traditional stone
masonry buildings, focusing on the eastern region of the country. And we are eagerly
looking forward to it, if not more than equivalent achievement for this program.

I would like to inform you that this research and immensely benefited the
department, in particular and the country at large, particularly on understanding the
importance of our vernacular houses, traditional houses, and preparing the proposal for
conservation, including utilization proposal, especially in the urban areas. And one of
the important outcomes of this research program was identifying three of the very old
traditional houses that | could say vernacular houses, and which has been listed as a
registered heritage building with the department. And the department, including us, the
division has been working on exploring the possibility of funding to support the
protection of these houses both internally and externally. And fortunately, we managed
to secure some funds to consolidate two of the houses, one in Haa and one in Thimphu.
We understand the COVID situation is deterring us from working to pursue our planned
programs, especially the field survey and documentation. However, we have been trying
to find alternatives and ways to ensure that this program is continued and to see us
through this to achieve the intended objective of this project.

Thank you very much, TNRICP once again, for always being gracious enough
to have us collaborate on this program. And we really, we're really hopeful that we see
this program very fruitful and have an intended objective achieved.

Pema

Head, Division of Conservation of Historic Sites
Department of Culture,

Ministry of Home and Cultural Affairs

T2 UABXILEAXERHR (FH4E3ATH ARBAESHEE)

41




A 3 AR

SUALFT ZemE AU EE [ Bt 17 7 s 28 i = 5

7 — 2 v L E D RE R ESEY) PRI IS B 9 5 LRSS 5
Al 4 4 3 AT

RRCULM BT SE R LB E E R ) & v & —



