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Study of the Use of Aobanagami in Yuzenzome

KixucHr Riyo

Aobanagami is Japanese paper containing blue pigment (commelinin) obtained from the petals
of a plant known as aobana (Commelina communis var. hortensis) and used in making under
drawing for yuzenzome and paint for ukiyoe and the like. The Department of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of the Tokyo National Research Institute for Cultural Properties conducted a joint project
with Kusatsu City, Shiga Prefecture to document techniques for manufacturing aobanagamai for 2
years since 2016. In this project, focus was placed on how aobanagami and its substitute material,
synthetic aobana, have been used, collecting and arranging information from contemporary dye
artists and workmen. The results of the project will be made public in a report in 2018.

In the present study, a different viewpoint is taken from that of the report mentioned above
and focus is laid on aobanagami as material for under drawing in yuzenzome. Literature was studied
and arranged to verify the relationship between yuzenzome and aobanagami.

As a result it was found that aobanagami had already been used before the 1860s at which time
the techniques of yuzen were established. It was also confirmed by literature that aobanagami had
been used as a dye material in the late 17" century. In the late 18" century, the use of aobanagami
for under drawing was recorded so that it may be considered that aobanagami had established itself
as a dye material by then.

In addition, an examination of the materials used for under drawing in the process of
yuzenzome clarified the fact that the combination of aobanagami and rice paste was effective. To
dye white fabric into many colors, it is important to combine materials such as aobanagami, paste,
and bean milk. Thus, it may be considered that these materials found in dye studios from the 1680s

to the 1690s served in the development of the techniques of yuzenzome.
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