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() HIEBEEH KKRI” NH~N DO ~%s0 [Japanese Pictorial Art, Rare Screens,
Prints, and Paintings] S #- (1dF2) e

The exceptional nature of a part of this small but choice pictorial group perhaps merits special
note. The dispersal of important collections of Japanese art, paintings and prints is becoming
year by year more of an event in the European world. In America it has never before occurred,
so far as I know, that works on such a large scale, representing the highest achievement of
Oriental masters, have come up for public sale. The collector enjoyed special opportunity for
acquiring rare pieces, in commanding for years the services of the noted Japanese expert and
critic, Mr. Hiromichi Shugio.

The specimens of central interest are, of course, the screens painted by the great Kano artists
for the Shoguns, by the arch-impressionist Korin, and by the incomparable Sesshu, steeped
in Chinese poetry and art and the vivid impressions of Chinese scenery. All this is the Mural
Painting of the East; contemporary with the early Venetians, Raphael, and their eclectic
followers. It was Korin who decorated with life-size flower-masses in gold and flowing color the
sliding doors of the aristocratic yashikis of Tokugawa daimio. It was Yeitoku and Sanraku who
girdled the lofty walls of Hideyoshi's palaces with painted panoramas of Chinese court-scenes,
enamelled in deep glowing pigment upon colossal gilded backgrounds. And it was Sesshu who
in the sombre days of Ashikaga made the stately living and reception rooms of meditating
priests mirror the sacred Chinese peaks and valleys where the founders of the Zen sect had
drawn from Nature herself their illuminating inspiration. (R

(8) HIEEH L EMavEE°
94— SIX-PANELLED SCREEN, KORIN, Seventeenth Century
(44) Korin was the great impressionist of his day, who worked for the Tokugawa daimios. This
is a powerful and unusually large work by Korin. The lines are like the lead inlay of his boxes,
magnified. The green touches are like splinters of malachite. This form of tree is borrowed from
the school of Tanyu, being quite like the plum-trees of the seventeenth century still growing in
Count Katsu's garden. The execution is purely Korin's. One of the first examples of this master
in America.
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