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Explanations of Sword Masterpieces by Harada Kazutoshi

Wakizashi Inscription: Uda Kunimitsu
Inventory Number: 1998.127.2
Name of the Object:

Wakizashi Inscription: Uda Kunimitsu (1333)
Genko san’nen ju-ichi galsu-hi
Mounting Black togidashi same invo kizamisaya mounting for a small katana (18" -
19" C)

Measurements: Blade length 30.6cm

Blade curvature very little

Mounting

(total length)  44.5cm

Shape: Flat blade; three-surface back; a little longer; very little curvature above machiage
Kilae: Wood grain; large and loose grain structure flowing overall; whitish wulsuri
Hamon: Medium suguha; shallow but large nolare; hotsure; sunagashi; nie
Boshi: Straight; forceful hakikake at the tip and turn back
Carvings: Dragon on the obverse side; Japanese apricot tree on the reverse side
Nakago: Original untouched; almost horizontal katte-sagari file marks; chestnut-shaped tip;

2 rivet holds

Uda School was founded in the early 14" century and reached its zenith from the late
14" to the end of the 16" century. Kunimitsu was active between the Muromachi Period to
the Edo Period.

The date on this wakizashi reads 1333. Since it is the only work among those made by
Uda School that has a date which goes back to the late Kamakura Period, this sword is also

valuable as a historical material.

Restoration

There was fine rust on parts like the hasaki, mune and ji. Since rust will increase if left
alone, the entire blade was polished. The sword was placed in a mounting, but there was fear
that the rust that had adhered to the inside of the mounting may transfer to the sword if the
sword were replaced in the mounting after it was polished. For this reason, a new, plain
wooden sheath was made. The sword was placed in this new sheath and a life-size wooden

connector was made in order to join the handle of the mounting with the sheath.

Conservators:
Polishing of the blade [Fujishiro Matsuo
Sheath and mounting Takayvama Kazuyuki

(F()r words in italics from p82 to pl02, please refer to the Glossary of sword terms.
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Wakizashi Inscription: Shurinosuke Morimitsu saku
Inventory Number: 29.100.1377
Name of the Object:

Wakizashi Inscription: Shurinosike Movimitsu saku (1425)
Oei sanju-ni-nen hachigalsu-hi
Mounting Black wurushi kizamizayae mounting for wakizashi
with a suemon design of a warrior and a helmet (19" ()

Measurements: Blade length 37.4cm
Blade curvature 0.6cm
Mounting 53.7cm
Shape: Flat blade; three-surface back; a little narrow at the mid point; a little longer; small
curvature
Kitae: Wood grain and burl grain; brightly shining, short curvy lines in the ji; plain, straight
misty area running parallel to the hamon
Hamon: Narrow suguha; fine hotsure: more nioi: small nie
Boshi: Straight and rounded (omura-like); hakikake at the tip
Carvings: Sanskrit on a double-edged straight blade with a three-pronged hilt on the obverse
side
Sanskrit on a narrow katana-hi (straight groove carved in a ridgeless short sword)
on the reverse side
Nakago: Original untouched; katte-sagari file marks; chestnut-shaped tip: 2 rivet holds

Morimitsu is a representative Bizen swordsmith of the Oei Period (late 14" - early 15"
century). His works date from 1394 to 1430.

This is a suguha wakizashi and its appearance and kitae are typical of Bizen swords of
the Oei Period. The word “saku” on the inscription “Shurinosuke Morimitsu saku” means
“made by” and is usually not found on swords.

Restoration

There was fine rust on parts of the wakizashi like the hasaki, mune and ji. Since rust will
increase if left untreated, the entire blade was polished. The sword was placed in a
mounting, but there was fear that the rust that had adhered to the inside of the mounting
may transfer to the sword if the sword were replaced in the mounting after it was polished.
For this reason, a new, plain wooden sheath was made. The sword was placed in this new
sheath and a life-size wooden connector was made in order to join the handle of the
mounting with the sheath.

Conservators:
Polishing of the blade Fujishiro Okisato
Sheath and mounting Takayama Kazuyuki
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Wakizashi No inscription
Said to have been made by Higo Daijo Sadakuni
Inventory Number: 29.100.1379
Name of the Object:
Wakizashi No inscription
Said to have been made by Higo Daijo Sadakuni (17" C)
Mounting Seishitsu-kanshitsufun logidashi kizamisaya mounting
with ornamental metal fittings and design of autumn flowers and insects
(18%:. 19 C)
Measurements: Blade length 31.8cm
Blade curvature 0.3cm
Mounting
(total length)  52.2cm
Shape: Obverse side — flat kiriha; reverse side — flat blade; three-surface back; slightly wide
at the mid point; small curvature
Kitae: Wood grain and burl grain; brightly shining, short curvy lines in the ji; ji-nie
Hamon: Small notare and small gunome-midare; ashi; holsure overall; sunagashi; nie
Boshi: Notare-komi; sharp and hakikake at the tip and a long turn back
Carvings: Acala inside a coffer-like frame on the obverse side
Nakago: Original untouched; kiri-vasuri file marks; chestnut-shaped tip; 3 rivet holds

This is a small kalakiriha-zikeri wakizashi with a small curvature. The configuration is
typical of the Keicho Period (very early 17" century). It is said to have been made by Higo
Daijo Sadakuni.

Since there is a sword by Higo Diajo Sadakuni that has the date 1609 inscribed on it, it
is possible to know the years during which he worked. There is another swordsmith named
Echizen Yasutsugu who also took on the name of Higo Daijo at the beginning. So there is

a possibility that this sword was made by someone close to Yasutsugu.

Restoration

There was fine rust on the entire surface of the blade. Since rust will increase if left alone,
the entire blade was polished. The sword was placed in a mounting, but there was fear that
the rust that had adhered to the inside of the mounting may transfer to the sword if the
sword were replaced in the mounting after it was polished. For this reason, a new, plain
wooden sheath was made. The sword was placed in this new sheath and a life-size wooden
connector was made in order to join the handle of the mounting with the sheath

Conservators:
Polishing of the blade Fujishiro Okisato
Sheath and mounting Takayama Kazuyuki
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Wakizashi Inscription: Hizennokuni junin Tadayoshi saku
Inventory Number: 36.25. 1711
Name of the Object:
Walizashi Inscription: Hizennokuni junin Tadayvoshi saku (17" C)
Mounting Kuvotalaki-nuri togidashi mounting for wakizashi
with chrysanthemum design and metal fittings (19 C)

Measurements: Blade length 37.6cm
Blade curvature (0.6cm
Mounting (total length) 55.4cm
Shape: Ridged blade shaped like the leaf of an iris; triangular back; high shinogi: a little
longer; small curvature
Kilae: Compact wood grain; ji-nie
Hamon: Medium suguha; shallow but large nolare; tobi-vaki (round, isolated areas of
martensitic steel) on the striking area; holsure, sunagashi: nie
Boshi: Straight, forceful; hakikaka at the tip and turn back
Carvings: Dragon on the obverse side; Japanese apricot tree on the reverse side
Nakago: Original untouched; shallow katte-sugari  file marks; chestnut-shaped tip:
2 rivet holds

Tadayoshi was the first of a school of swordsmiths that continued until the end of Edo
Period. This is a representative work of his. His swords are wide and long, and show
configuration characteristic of the Keicho Period (early 17" century). But their blade
curvature is large and very beautiful. It is believed that this sword was made between 1620
and 1622 from the style of the inscription

Restoration

There was fine rust on the hasaki and ji. Since rust will increase if left untreated, the
entire blade was polished. The sword was placed in a mounting, but there was fear that the
rust that had adhered to the inside of the mounting may transfer to the sword if the sword
were replaced in the mounting after it was polished. For this reason, a new, plain wooden
sheath was made. The sword was placed in this new sheath and a life-size wooden connector
was made in order to join the handle of the mounting with the sheath.

Conservators:
Polishing of the blade Fujishiro Okisato
Sheath and mounting Takayama Kazuyuki
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Wakizashi Inscription: Suishinshi Masahide
Inventory Number: 91.2.74
Name of the Object:
Wakizashi Inscription: Suishinshi Masahide (1819)
Bunsei ninen nigalsu-hi
Mounting Okimomiji-nuri atkuchi mounting with metal fitting (19'" C)

Measurements: Blade length 35.1cm
Blade curvature 0.6cm
Mounting
(total length) 50.3cm
Shape: Flat blade; triangular back; small curvature
Kitae: Compact wood grain
Hamon: Uneven, shallow gunome; many ashi; relatively small nie; very loose nie along the
edge of the blade
Boshi: Straight and sharply pointed at the tip and a long turn back
Nakago: Original untouched; kir7 file marks; chestnut-shaped tip; 1 rivet hold

Shuishinshi Masahide (1750 - 1825) made swords for about 50 years and was also well
known as a theoretician on the manufacture of swords.
This wakizashi was made when Masahide was 70 years old and shows the characteris-

tics of his later creations well.

Restoration

There was fine rust on the /fasaki and ji. Since rust will increase if left untreated, the
entire blade was polished. The sword was placed in a mounting, but there was fear that the
rust that had adhered to the inside of the mounting may transfer to the sword if the sword
were replaced in the mounting after it was polished. For this reason, a new, plain wooden
sheath was made. The sword was placed in this new sheath, and a life-size wooden con-
nector was made in order to join the handle of the mounting with the sheath

Since one of the ornamental head pieces made of coral with a design of a persimmon
attached to the rivets on the reverse side of the sword was missing, a new one was made of

coral to match the one on the front.

Conservators:
Polishing of the blade [ujishiro Okisato

Sheath and mounting Takayama Kazuyuki
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Katana Inscription: Taikei Naotane tsukuru
Inventory Number: 91.2.84
Name of the Object:
Kalana Inscription: Taikei Naotane fsukuru (1839)
Tempo ju-nen chu-shun
(Mounting — plain wooden sheath)

Measurements: Blade length 75.7cm
Blade curvature 3.0cm
Shape: Flat blade; triangular back; wide at the mid point; large curvature
Kitae: Compact wood grain and burl grain; ji-nie
Hamon: Uneven notare and gunome; bright nie; sunagashi
Boshi: Notare-komi; hakikake at the tip and turn back
Carvings: On the obverse side
Nakago: Original untouched; kesho and o-sujikai file marks; chestnut-shaped tip; 1 rivet hold

Restoration
The condition of the blade was good, but the plain sheathing had become tight and the
mouth of the sheath did not meet. A new, plain sheath was made.

Conservator:
Takayama Kazuyuki
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Wakizashi Inscription: Taikei Naotane
Inventory Number: 91.2.56
Name of the Object:
Walizasht Inscription: Taikei Naotane (1839)
Tempo ju-nen chu-shien

(Mounting plain wooden sheath)

Measurements: Blade length 45.8cm
Blade curvature 0.6cm
Shape: Flat blade; three-surface back; wide at the mid point; small curvature
Kitae: Compact wood grain and burl grain; large and loose grain structure; rough surface;
Ji-nie
Hamon: Uneven notarve and gunome; partially peaked hamon; large ashi; bright nie; sunaga-
shi; curly, whitish brightly radiant lines (kinsuji) on the striking area
Boshi: Notare-komi; hakikake at the tip and a long turn back
Carvings: On the obverse side
Nakago: Original untouched; kesho and o-sujikai file marks; chestnut-shaped tip; 1 rivet hold

Naotane (1778-1857) studied under Suishinshi Masahide, a well-known theoretician on
sword manufacture of the end of the Edo Period (early 19" century). He was also skilled at
making carvings on the blade and is considered a leading swordmaker of the time.

This wakizashi forms a pair with the sword, inventory number 91.2.84. The year 1839 is
inscribed. Naotane did not make many sets of long and short swords. This particular one

is representative of such swords.

Restoration
The condition of the blade was good, but the plain sheathing had become tight and the

mouth of the sheath did not meet. A new, plain sheath was made.

Conservator:

Takayama Kazuyuki
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Tanto Inscription: Gassan Sadakazu
Inventory Number: 29.100.1372
Name of the Object:
Tanto Inscription: Gassan Sadakazu (19" C)
Mounting Silver mounting for a short sword with a design of autumn flowers(19™ C)
Measurements: Blade length 18.8cm
Blade curvature very little
Mounting 29.4cm
Shape: Flat blade; three-surface back, thick blade; very little curvature
Kitae: Compact wood grain; nie
Hamon: Notare and gunome; ashi; nie
Boshi: Notare-komi: pointed at the tip; hakikake and turn back
Nakago: Original untouched; kesho and o-sujikai file marks; chestnut-shaped tip; 2-rivet holds

Gassan Sadaichi (1836 - 1918) started to make swords at the age of 14. Even when the
possession of swords was prohibited by law in 1877, he continued to make swords on
commission from the imperial family and the government. He is a representative sword
smith of the Meiji Period. (19" century).

Restoration

There was fine rust on the entire surface of the blade. Since rust will increase if left
untreated, the entire blade was polished. The sword was placed in a mounting, but there was
fear that the rust that had adhered to the inside of the mounting may transfer to the sword
if the sword were replaced in the mounting after it was polished. FFor this reason, a new,
plain wooden sheath was made. The sword was placed in this new sheath and a life-size
wooden connector was made in order to join the handle of the mounting with the sheath.

Conservators:
Polishing of the blade Fujishiro Okisato
Sheath and mounting Takayama Kazuyuki
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