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Benzaiten-zu
Painting in colors on silk

The British Museum [Inv. # ADD-28]

Conservation Studio Oka-Bokkodo
Conservation Period:  May 1999 / March 2000
Format
Before Treatment: Hanging scroll Yamato style (photo-296)

After Treatment: Hanging scroll Butsuga style (photo-295)

Dimensions
Painting
Before Treatment: H 135.5cm W 57.4cm
After Treatment: I 138.4cm W 59.0cm
Mounting

Jefore Treatment: 1 206.8cm W 73.8cm

After Treatment: H 227.2cm W 78.8cm

Condition Before Treatment
The Painting: Pigments and Silk Support
Many severe holizontal creases were observed at the top of the creases the colors were
started to be lost. Distortion of thread alignment were observed. (photo-293, 294, 297, 298)
Patchings were done by the black and green colored papers. (photo-299, 300)
Abrasion of colors were observed.

Verso painting was observed by micoscopically from the recto. (photo-363, 364)

The silk support
Warp: Average thread width: 42 denier
Thread count: 100 threads/3cm Raddle: 50 teeth/3cm
Weft: Average thread width: 51 denier
Thread count: 50 two-ply threads/3cm
Width Left: 39cm Right: 18.4cm

Stiching thread was remained

Conservation Treatment and Matters of Special Note
1) Examination and Documentation: BeforeTreatment
2) Disassembling the mounting, Washing the Painting
In order to remain the verso painting, removal of lining paper was done with minim-
ized quantity of water. (photo-356)
3) Repairing the Painting

Dirt was absorbed by blotting paper placed under the painting, after spraying water
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onto the surface.

Fixing of color was done by brushing of 2/ 3% water solution of rabitt glue. (photo-
357)

Infilling was done with artificially detereolated silk. It was followed by adding color
to the infilled parts. (photo-360)

Correction of distorted thread alignment was done at the boaders of the missings.
4) Dyeing the Lining Papers, Relining the Painting (photo-358, 359)
o) Selecting and Preparing the Mounting Fabrics
6) Assembling the Mounting, Adding the Final Backing
7) Finishing

8) Photpdocumentation





