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On the Restoration of "Sanswui-rokaku Makie Vases”

in the Collection of the National Museum of Art, Dresden

Yoshihiko Yamashita

“Sansui-rokaku makic vases” (vases with a design of landscape and pavilion) in
the collection of the National Museum of Art in Dresden was restored and partially
reproduced over a period of two years, from 1997 to 1999, at the restoration studio
of the Mejiro Urushi Institute of Research and Restoration. The work was complet-
ed in March, 1999.

The vases in question are a pair of large wooden vases coated with black
urushi. The main design on these vases consists of a landscape with a building,
plant, flower and rabbit motifs depicted in gold and silver makie and kirikane inside
a window-like framework with chains of flowers shaped in lozenge. In addition,
there are designs of streams, arabesque and dragons. These vases were made to
imitate the shape of ceramics exported from Japan from the mid-17th to the 18th
centuries and are very rare examples of Japanese urushiware with Oriental designs.
The number inscribed on the bottom side of the vases indicate that they were
recorded at the beginning of a list made in 1721 of the inventory of assets owned by
Friedrich Augusto I, a Saxon king (1670-1733). Based on this information, the year
of manufacture of the vases can be set at the beginning of the 18th century.

The vases had been damaged severely, with deterioration and exfoliation of the
coating film and cracks found over the entire surface. In particular, there were
extensive exfoliation and losses around the outer face at the bottom of the vases. In
addition, the rim had been damaged so severely as to have lost its original shape:
three-fourths of the rim was missing in one vase and two-thirds in the other. Eight
fragments of the rim came with the vases, and we were able to identify five
fragments for one vase and three for the other. However, two large sections had
been lost completely from both vases. Furthermore, the entire outer surface of the
vases had been coated with what appears to be European lacquer and had turned
brownish. There were traces of past restorations as well in some parts.

Maintaining the present condition was to be the fundamental principle for
restoration, as a rule. The vases were cleaned; protection paper and past restora-
tions were also removed. In addition, the foundation was reinforced, the flaking
coating {ilm was re-adhered and cracked parts were reinforced and adhered. For the
damaged parts, distorted fragments that had come off were reshaped and glued
back. The missing parts were partially reproduced using the same materials and
technique. The final coating was applied only to the extent of matching the luster
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with that of the surrounding coating film. It was decided not to inpaint the makie.

We were able to obtain much new information concerning the structure of
exported urushiware and techniques of decoration from the examination of the
vases conducted as a part of the restoration work. In order to match the shape of
the vases to that of ceramics, ingenious techniques had been used. For example, the
rim was made with sashimono technique, using four boards of straight-grained
Japanese cypress jointed at an angle, and the lathe was used for shape-forming. In
addition, Oriental taste was created by using not only picturesque Japanese but also
Chinese designs in abundance. Furthermore, various makie techniques were used
also in abundance to create diverse types of decoration.

There is only one other similar large makie vase remaining, and that is also
owned by this museum although the other half of the pair has been lost. It appears
that the manufacture of the vases we restored had been commissioned by Augusto
[ through the Dutch East India Company. This fact shows how much he was
attracted to the Orient and how powerful he was.
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119 ILZREEBHASREAE IR (X1 (% 8EGi)
Sansui-rokaku Makie Vases (before restoration)

121 Avflli FESOIEE (TEMKA IEIE)
Decoration in the lower part of the right side of
vase A (after restoration)

120 A5 e hifi (B A %0 5)
Decoration on the back of vase A (before restora-
tion)

122

(ERRA TTAREE Oy (i)
The fragments from the rim of vase A (before
restoration)
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123 TS MRS (EXEB a1t 126 & FSERNEER ar DAY (ERKB)

The missing part in the rim of vase B (before Stabilizing the lifted layer in the upper part of

restoration) the foot, vase BB

Y. . N

3-....‘:"._

124 Wi ey iy wliv & 4821 127 THSERRE Y O (TEIKB)
Curing and reinforcement of the foundation of a Fixing the fragments of the rim, vase B
section of the fragment
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125 )y DBSRIEHEEL 2 DT (TERA) 128  FHAHILH72H D MRS (M) il

Stabilizing the lifted wrushi layer of the fragment, Measuring for reconstruction of the missing part
vase A of the rim
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129 KL (R oxiliff: 132 MR 4 o T e e
Forming a clay model Treatment of the missing parts of substrate

130 A7 & 38 AT 45 ) #l 44 33 EHRIES A I 9 TR ) AL

Preparation of a plaster model for making up Coating kurowrushi lightly on the reconstructed
the missing parts of substrate parts

131 WA BBy 1 o ] 2 134 IREERBISREAERL (X fEmi)
Fitting the section of the wood Sansui-rokaku Makie Vases (after restoration)



135 FUERTE O Xt 7 0T (HEA) O/ A S5 L ICHER?) 138 {EHCB FHEE (hdidi%)

The rim of vase A, X-ray photograph, photo by M. The rim of vase B (after restoration)
Nokubo

136 @5 E FHIE D X AR 50T (REA ) (CHF A (4 ELICHE2) 139 fE/ERRL P (RIRB i 1)
The foot of vase A, x-ray photograph, photo by After removal of Japanese paper for curing,
M. Nokubo upper part of the foot of vase B

X
I3TAERR B FLASE WL (o i) 140 G B e i (iEmik)

The missing part in the rim of vase B (before Upper part of the foot of vase B (after restoration)
restoration)





