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Makie Hvomon Saddle (after restoration)
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The tip of the inner side of the back saddlebow, Makie Hyomon Saddle (after restoration)
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Makie Hvomon Saddle (before restoration)
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The tip of the inner side of the back saddlebow, Makic Hyvomon Saddle (before restoration)
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On the Restoration of "Makic Hyvomon Saddle”

in the Collection of the East Asian Art Museum in Cologne

Yoshihiko Yamashita

”

“"Makie hvomon saddle” in the collection of the East Asian Art Museum in
Cologne was restored over a period of two years, from 1997 to 1999, at the restora-
tion studio of the Mejiro Urushi Institute of Research and Restoration at the Tokyo
National Museum. Restoration work was completed in March, 1999.

The saddle in question is made of wood and coated with black urushi. It is
elaborately decorated with gold and silver makie and hvomon as well as with raden
made of medium to thick abalone shell pieces. Five gourds each are depicted on the
outer faces of both the front and back saddlebows. The entire face is decorated with
peony and arabesque patterns with the rim of reden being accented with gold makie
outlines. We can see the influence of Li Dynasty (1393-1591) raden designs in these
patterns. The shape of the saddle may be said to be typical of ceremonial saddles
used widely in the medieval period, following the trend of types of saddles for
general use which appeared after the Muromachi Period and continued to be used
until the end of the Edo Period. The front and back saddlebows and seat boards are
tied together with a hemp rope. There are inscriptions of the date (1613) and
signature on the rear sides of the seat hoards.

The urushi coating film on the saddle had deteriorated and lost its luster. There
was exfoliation of each layer — nunokise, foundation and coating film— caused by
the shrinking of the substrate. Raden and fhvomon had also exfoliated in many
places and many pieces had already been lost. Particularly, the hvomon had become
damaged due to the corrosion of silver and was in an extremely critical condition.
There were traces of past restorations on various parts of the saddle. The makie
face had become dappled and foundation had been applied thickly over the radesn
and hyvomon, especially at the feet of the saddlebows. Exfoliated fragments of raden
and hvomon had been collected and kept together with the saddle.

Maintaining the present condition was to be the fundamental principle for
restoration. T'he hemp ropes were removed temporarily and restoration was started
separately on the front and back saddlebows and the left and right seat boards.
These parts were reassembled after restoration with a flat leather lace. Kaden and
hvomon still missing were not reproduced, and the missing parts of the substrate
were simply reproduced in shape. Also, wax that had been applied during past
restorations was removed and the urushi coating was left untouched. Although the
foundation that had adhered to the surface was removed, excess removal was



-3
o

avoided, taking into consideration the deterioration of the coating film and makie.

Positions of raden and gold/silver hyvomon were clarified after restoration by
visual inspection and X-ray transmission photography and the original design was
reproduced. As a result, it was found that much gold /vomon had been used. We can
imagine how splendid the saddle must have been.

Since saddles are meant to be used, many of them have also been fixed and
redecorated. So the inscriptions do not necessarily match the decoration. However,
since the decoration of this saddle shows characteristics of the Keicho Period
(1596-1615) and since there are no traces of its having been recoated, it is possible
to identify the period of its manufacture. Moreover, there is a uniqueness to the
design in the fact that makie is used to boldly depict gourds and in the fact that
raden and levomon are used over the entire surface to depict peony and arabesque
patterns that had been introduced from Korea at about the same time. In this sense,
this saddle is also quite interesting from the point of view of the history of design.
[t is believed that the fact that we were able to acquire new information concerning
manufacturing techniques through this restoration work is important in finding the
relationship between the time of manufacture and technique used.
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Penetrating wmugi wrushi into lifted layer Stabilizing the inner part of the back saddlebow
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The inner part of the front saddlebow and the left The front saddlebow and the left seat board
seat board (before restoration) (alter restoration)
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The inner part of the front saddlebow and the left The tip of the inner part of the back saddlebow

seat board (after restoration) (before restoration)
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The front saddlebow and the left seat board The tip of the inner part of the back saddlebow
(before restoration) (after restoration)
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The front saddlebow, X-ray photograph,
photo by M. Nokubo
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The center of a peony flower
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Underdrawing with shu-urushi
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