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¥ —7—F 5 E /L (Izu no Chohachi) ; #M (plaster) ; 484 (plaster relief) ; ¥4 (statue) ;
X #E e (X-ray radiography)
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Investigation of Izu-no-Chohachi’s Works of Art
by X-ray Radiography

Masahide INUZUKA and Yasuhiro HAYAKAWA

Izu-no-Chohachi was an artist who was active from the late Edo period to the early
Meiji period. He left a large number of statues and kote-e works, which are paintings drawn
in plaster using a trowel, a tool used by plasterers to paint a wall.

For research on the techniques for producing these works, a structural investigation by
X-ray radiography was conducted at the Izu-no-Chohachi Art Museum in the town of
Matsuzaki, Kamo-gun, Shizuoka Prefecture, on May 19 and 20, 2015.

From the X-ray images of kote-c works, a layered structure was identified. For almost
all of the works, the substrates were found to be composed of several wooden plates on
which plaster had been applied with a trowel.

From the X-ray images of the statues, their inner structure was revealed. In the
statues, core materials such as wood, metal or fibrous object were selected appropriately
depending on the part where they were used.



