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Conservation and Utilization of Archaeological Heritage

in Germany
- Cases of Conservation and Utilization of Archaeological Sites in Europe -

Satoshi INOUE* and Yoko FUTAGAMI

In January 2002, the authors conducted on-site investigation of the public system for the
protection of cultural property in Land Nortrhein-Westfalen and Land Hessen in Germany. From this
investigation, we could. identify the differences in the concepts on preserving archaeological sites
between Japan and Germany. This paper focuses on the conservation and utilization of archaeological
sites in the two countries.

In the context of the conservation of archaeological sites, there are two important international
charters, Venice Charter and Lausanne Charter. In Article 15 of Venice Charter, it is said that “all
reconstruction work should however be ruled out‘a priori’. Only anastylosis, that is to say, the
reassembling of existing but dismembered parts can be permitted. The material used for integration
should always be recognizable and its use should be the least that will ensure the conservation of a
monument and the reinstatement of its form.” Lausanne Charter, in contrast, considers reconstruction
as tools of experimental research and interpretation. As for the practice of these two charters for the
conservation of archaeological sites, we found that in Germany they have reconstructed archaeological
sites with trial and error, as in Japan. In Xanten, for example, reconstructing shrine structure on the
exact site is effective for presentation. But the pillars of the reconstructed structure were built upon the
remains and we cannot stop but consider it as destruction of the site. In Japan, authenticity of
archaeological site lies in the site itself that exists underground. From the Japanese viewpoint, the
example of Xanten is very problematic. Our authenticity comes from restricted condition; that is, since
most of the architectural materials in Japan are wood and very easy to decay,“anastylosis” is almost
impossible. We must, thus, inform other people about the Japanese authenticity of archaeological sites
for the better protection of the sites.

* St. Andrew's University in Osaka, Japan





