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Current Situation and Problems of Cooperation Projects on
Conservation Conducted by Japanese Organizations (I )

— Knowledge from "Conferences on Conservation of Cultural Heritage outside Japan" —

FUTAGAMI Yoko and NISHIURA Tadateru

Recently many Japanese specialists are engaged in research and conservation projects on cul-
tural heritage abroad. Their specialties mainly consist of archaeology, architectural history, art
history or conservation science. Although mutual communication beyond these fields of
research is necessary to operate the projects smoothly, we have seldom had such opportunities
before. Even when one of the specialists would like to share expertise and information with
those in other fields, it seems difficult to do so by individual efforts only. Thus, the Japan Center
for International Cooperation in Conservation organized interdisciplinary "Conferences on
Conservation of Cultural Heritage" in March 1997 and has held nine such meetings until now.
The aims of this study are: (1) to introduce the current situation and problems within projects
for conservation of cultural heritage abroad by summarizing the issues discussed in these con-
ferences, and (2) to consider ideal ways for our Center in solving such problems in the future.

This paper discusses six topics: (1) technical problems in conservation of cultural heritage; (2)
behavior of local people to their cultural heritage; (3) archaeological survey in foreign countries;
(4) training of personnel; (5) financial problems in conservation projects; and (6) the
UNESCO/Japan Trust Fund for the Preservation of the World Cultural Heritage. The Japan
Center for International Cooperation in Conservation will help Japanese specialists by provid-
ing them information concerning cultural property and its conservation projects.



