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An Experiment for the Development of Weather-Resistant Urush:
Lacquer Applied on Wooden Buildings (1)

Satoko INOKUCHI, Wataru KAWANOBE, Hiroshi KATO,
Yoshiro ITAGAKI* and Osamu TATEKAWA**

It is well-known that urushi lacquer applied on wooden buildings often shows chalking
caused by ultra-violet rays. Since chalking changes the appearance of the buildings repaint-
ing is often required. Also, because wrushi lacquer layers are easily affected by the
movement of wood underneath, high-quality wood should be used. However, recently it has
become very costly to obtain such wood so that it is difficult to carry out frequent restora-
tions.

The main purpose of this experiment is to develop an effective way to preserve urushi
lacquer layers of wooden buildings exposed to the sun. Also, it aims to find a way to use
wood of less quality in restoring the buildings. This is an interim report of the experiment.

Ten specifications of cypress boards were prepared. All boards have knots. Carbon
fiber is used instead of hemp cloth and JISU- Uruski(denatured polyurethane paint) is used for
natural z#rushi. These boards are set at Itsukushima Shire (Hiroshima) and on the roof of
the institute (Tokyo) to examine their weather resistance.

% Collaborative Researcher, General Manager, Meiwa Corporation
% % Director, Paint Division, Saito & Co., LTD



