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Current Situations and Problems of Cooperation Projects on
Conservation Conducted by Japanese Organizations (1)
—Knowledge from Conferences on Conservation of Cultural Heritage out of Japan—

Yoko FUTAGAMI and Tadateru NISHIURA

Recently many Japanese specialists are engaged in researches and conservation
projects on cultural heritage abroad. Their specialties mainly consist of archaeology,
architectural history, art history or conservation science. Mutual communication beyond
these research fields is necessary to operate the projects smoothly, but we have seldom had
such opportunities before. Even when one of the specialists would like to share expertise
and information with those of other research fields, it seems to be difficult to realize that by
individual efforts. Thus, the Japan Center for International Cooperation in Conservation
organized Conferences on Conservation of Cultural Heritage beyond research fields above
March 1997 and has held five times until now. The aims of this study are (1) to introduce
the current situation and problems within projects for conservation of foreign cultural
heritage by summarizing the issues discussed in these conferences, and (2) to consider ideal
ways of international cooperation with the role of our Center in order to solve the problems
in the future.

Foreign countries differ from Japan in many ways; such as natural environment,
political or economical background and philosophy of conserving monuments. It can be said
that most difficulties in managing conservation projects are caused by the difference of these
kinds. Even technical problems in conservation are brought from the differences between
Japan and foreign countries. For example, we sometimes cannot choose the best way for
restoration because of opposition of local people to the method. When we accept the point
of view of the people in other countries and adopt their method to some extent, however, we
may conserve the monuments hetter than doing nothing in the long run. We must not forget
thinking about the ideal method for conservation, pragmatic attitude is necessary to conserve
cultural heritage especially in foreign countries. Japan Center for International Cooperation
in Conservation will help Japanese specialists in providing them information concerning
cultural property as well as environment of its conservation.



