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On the Interpretation of the Lead Isotopic Data
for the Bronze Swords Excavated at the Kojindani Site
—Resp_onse to Mr. Kuno—

Hisao MABUCHI*

Using our lead isotope data published in Science for Conservation No.30, pp 1-19
(1991}, Mr. Ydaichiro Kuno has recently published an article in a symposium proceed-
ings on this site. He claims that lead from Japanese mines must have tbeen sometimes
mixed with Chinese lead in casting 358 bronze swords.

In this article, the author tries to prove that Kuno’s claim does not hold when
we examine our lead isotope data in detail. It is summarized as follows.

(1) Some galena specimens from Kamioka mine (in Japan) have lead isotope
ratios close to those of a few of the swords. However, as clearly shown in Figure 1,
the lead isotope ratios of these swords cannot be interpreted by the addition of some
Kamioka lead, but by the mixture of Chinese lead (region W in Figure 1) and Korean
lead (line K).

{(2) Looking at the misprinted lead isotope ratios of swords C-74 and D-54 of
ours, Mr. Kuno suggested the use of lead from Besshi-type mines. So, his suggestion
is not valid. The author apologizes for his carelessness and will give a list of errata.

% researcher emeritus, Tokyo National Research Institute of Cultural Properties.



