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Reattaching Thick Color Layer of Polychrome Wooden Sculpture
Seiji HIGUCHI

Many of polychrome wooden sculptures in the Edo period are colored on thick
undercoats of shell white applied with animal glue. This type of color layer is not
stable and often thickly peeled off. It has been a custom to repaint color of poly-
chrome sculptures because of the difficulty of reattaching treatment.

This paper reports new mixture of solvents for applying Paraloid B72 in P-xylene
(nonpolar solvent). It was diluted to 25—30% by adding ethyl alcohol (polar solvent).
The solution, when applied to wet portion, become tacky more quickly than some
solution in nonpolar solvent. Several minutes after injection of the solution, it can be
tacky enough for reattaching thick color and shell white layer.

Undercoat was applied to lacunae, followed by in-painting. As a series of investi-
gation on color change by synthetic resin fixing, Gansai (synthetic water color of

which many Japanese restorers make use for repainting) were tested on this occasion.





