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Technical Data of Lacquer Work in the Heian Period MD

Toshikatsu NAKASATO

The present article is a technical study of the Katawaguruma Raden Maki-e Tebako
(box with decoration Maki-e and Raden with wheels design) registered as a national
treasure. The Tebako under discussion is a representative of the Maki-e works in the
Heian period. Though it is owned by the government at present, it had been transmi-
tted at Horyuji temple and then belonged to an private collection.

In the design of the Tebako, the remarkable feature appears in the well balanced
combination of the effect of Maki-e and Raden techniques. Examining the file used in
Maki-e, he found that pure gold is used for wave design, silver-mixed-gold and pure
* gold for wheels and in the interspace of waves rather coase file is filled. On the insides
of the Tebaco, spring with flowers and glasses are described also in Maki-e technique
while gold and silver files are spreading on the ground to give gentle and soft atmosphere.

The author concluded that the Tebako was made in the latter half of twelfth century,
from the comparison with the works of the same period on the techniques of lacquer
and Raden and from the microscopic examination on the shape of the file used in
Maki-e.



