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Conservation Treatment of the Painting on Wooden Walls

in the Oratory of Osakihachiman Shri'ne

Seiji HIGUCHI and Toshikatsu NAKASATO

Osakihachima shrine registered as a national treasure was built in about 1610 by Date
Masamune. - All menbers of the building are lacquered by Urushi and painted with
colours.

The oratory interior except pillars is painted entirely with colours. Especially, ten
 wooden wall made of zelkova boards are painted with the motif of Karashishi (mystic
lions) with Botan (peoney flowers).

Before the present treatment, treatments had been performed two times on colour
parts to prevent further exfoliation. The first treatment was done with polyvinyl aleohol
in 1956, and the second with acrylic resin emulsion in 1967. However, the expected
results were not obtained in both cases.

The third treatment under discussion was done on the same walls with another time
scaling of colour layer after about ten years aging. The authors tried to apply the non-
fluid thixotropic acrylic resin emulsion by use of the syringe with 10cm long needle. By

this operation, resin is introduced into the space between detached colour layer and

ground.



