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The Role of Soybean Juice as Seen in Texts on Skills for Dyeing:
With Focus on Kon'va chasome kuden sho (1666)

KikucHI Riyo

This fiscal year, the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo started to
conduct fundamental research on materials and techniques related to textile cultural properties.
Until now, most research on textiles has focused on styles and designs, and not much
comprehensive research has been made that looks into materials and techniques. Of the materials
used in textile cultural properties, that whose information is least organized systematically is
“soybean juice.” In this paper, attention is given to soybean juice as a dye material and its use and
effects are studied through an examination of Kon'ya chasome kuden sho published in 1666.

Today, soybean juice is used in jiire, a process required in yuzen dyeing and stencil dyeing just
before dyeing. This jiire process promotes the infiltration of dye solution into the fabric and its
moving about in the fabric while at the same time preventing uneven dyeing. According to Kon'ya
chasome kuden sho, soybean juice of different concentration or soybean juice mixed with pigments
was used. The process in which it was used also varied from before and/or after the process of
dyeing to that of marking out. Such variations are thought to have been made so as to produce the
desired color. It is hoped that studying information about soybean juice, to which attention had not
been given much until now, will one day lead to the elucidation of many of the other skills that have

already disappeared.
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