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[Summary]

Designation of Traditional Craftsmanship under the National Laws for
the Safeguarding Intangible Cultural Heritage in East Asian countries
- From the National Lists of Japan, China and Republic of Korea -

MATSUYAMA Naoko

During the fiscal year of 2009 and 2010, the department of Intangible Cultural Heritage, National
Research Institute Cultural Properties, Tokyo has conducted research on safeguarding intangible
cultural heritage (ICH) in the Asia-Pacific region. In the volume 4 (published in March 2010) and 5
(published in March 2011) of this report, I have categorized traditional craftsmanship in Asia-Pacific
region, which has been inscribed on the ICH list of 2003 Convention and clarified the meaning of
“Traditional Craftsmanship” that is understood in the Convention.

Amongst various countries in the Asia, these three countries of East Asia countries, Japan,
China and Republic of Korea share many similarity in terms of culture. The thoughts such as
Confucianism and Buddhism have spread throughout the East Asian countries and we share the use
of Chinese characters and many culinary elements.

This report introduces the items of traditional craftsmanship based on the national lists of ICH
in Japan, China and Republic of Korea, as well as the definition of ICH under their relevant national
laws, policy of safeguarding ICH and the categories of traditional craftsmanship in each of the three

countries.
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