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(Summary)

“Other” Types of Kashima Odori:

Focusing on Kashima Odori/Miroku Odori
at Festival Parades

Hyoxk1 Satoru

In volume 31 of The Science of Performing Arts, the present author
studied the process of transition of a folk performing art called Kashima
odori/Miroku odori, taking the Minoko odori of Awa district in Chiba Pre-
fecture as an example. Conventionally, it is thought that Kashima odori
was transmitted by the lower religious of Kashima Shrine known as
kotobure and that this type of dance, combined with Miroku odori, was
further transmitted to various districts. However, investigation revealed
that Minoko odori is a style of dance that was recomposed with the influ-
ence of more sophisticated kinds of performing art after the 18th century
when Kashima odori became popular among the city people.

In this paper, Kashima odori/Miroku odori that appear at festival pa-
rades are studied as a type of Kashima odori. Because their styles are so
different from that of typical Kashima odori, they have been treated as
entirely different types of performing art having the same name, or as
“other” types of Kashima odori. Major examples of these types include
Kashima odori that appear at Obi matsuri of Shimada City, Shizuoka Pre-
fecture; at the festival of Yoshinaga Hachimangu in Oigawa Town,
Shizuoka Prefecture; at Oneri matsuri of lida City, Nagano Prefecture; and
Bo-Miroku in districts around Mito City and Ishioka City, Ibaraki Prefec-
ture.

There are not many characteristic elements in these examples that
are in common with those of typical Kashima odori/Miroku odori. For this
reason, these examples have been excluded from studies using the con-
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ventional method of research in which common elements are examined in
an attempt to find their origin. However, presuming that Kashima odori,
which was performed to ward off epidemics, became stereotypical and
was established as a type of furyumono in festivals in the cities, it is possi-
ble to include Kashima odori/Miroku odori that appear at festival parades
in studies as a form of dance arranged to be a part of parades. In this
sense, they may be included in the process of transition of Kashima odori
and Miroku odori rather than being treated as “other” types.

Moreover, it may be said that this study has brought out the limita-
tions of a method conventionally employed in the study of the transition
of folk performing arts in which focus is laid on finding common elements

and belittling differences.
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