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(Summary)

A Study of Kanjin-Noh through
Section 45 of Waranbegusa

NAKATSUKA Yukiko

Waranbegusa written by Okura Tora-akira, the oldest collection of
various matters associated with kyogen, is an important document that
gives information about the situations surrounding nok and kyogen of the
early Edo period. Section 45 of Waranbegusa and its notes, the subject of
this study, contains articles about kanjin-noh of the early Edo period. By
comparing these articles and other materials such as illustrations of
kanjin-noh and programs, this paper seeks to clarify kanjin-noh about
which there are many things unknown.

First, the subject of the number of days during which a performance
was held is considered. It is pointed out that the fact that a five-day per-
formance became customary for kanjin-kyogen during the early Edo pe-
riod may have been influenced by kanjin-noh performed by Tora-akira.

Second, it is pointed that that it was Tora-akira and the kyogen play-
ers that brought about the partitioning of the audience’s seats that lay
between the dress circle of the kanjin-noh theater and the noh stage. This
is believed to be an example that shows that in the early Edo period, the
kyogen player not only performed kyogen but also did odd jobs for the
theatrical group.

Finally, the status of the actors in the dressing room of kanjin-noh is
considered. It is written in Waranbegusa that a debate arose over Tora-
akira’s claim that the kyogen player is superior to the player in charge
hayashi. After this debate, Tora-akira’s claim was actually realized in
dressing rooms of kanjin-noh in which Okura was involved.

The articles in Waranbegusa provide information about the customs
associated with kanjin-noh before they became fixed. Although there
were some differences with regard to the number of days it was per-
formed and the order of precedence in dressing rooms depending on re-
gions, it is possible to confirm matters that Tora-akira started. Future
study of kanjin-noh should include investigation into differences in re-
gions and times while keeping in mind the social picture of the time.
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