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(Summary)

Report on Existing Hitoyogiri

—— Between Shakuhachi of Shosoin and
Komuso Shakuhachi ——

TAKAKUWA Izumi
Nocawa Mihoko

Hitoyogiri is a small shakuhachi that was popular especially between
the Muromachi period and early Edo period. Although its popularity
declined in the mid-Edo period due to the appearance of shakuhachi used
by komuso (mendicant Zen priests of the Fuke sect), there are still many
examples that exist throughout the country. This paper introduces
hitoyogiri that were investigated and considers the place this instrument
has had in the history of shakuhachi by studying the possibility of transi-
tion in its shape.

In Part I, the following hitoyogiri are introduced: two in Shizuoka
Prefecture which are said to have been given by TAKEDA Shingen; one
called “Zanmu” in the collection of Saiokuji temple in Shizuoka City (said
to have been offered by REIZEI Saki no Dainagon Nyudo Chokaku in 1774);
one in the collection of Shuon-an in Kyotanabe City (said to have been
owned by Ikkyu); one in the collection of Shimabara Castle Museum in
Nagasaki Prefecture (said to have been obtained from Mochifune Castle
by MATSUDAIRA Shigesada in 1583); one in the collection of Atsuta Jingu
in Nagoya City (writing on the box says that it was bought in Kyoto in
1569 and offered to the shrine) ; one said to have been owned by ASAKURA
Yoshikage; an excavated one in the collection of Ichijodani Asakura
Family Site Museum (both in Fukui Prefecture) ; one in the collection of
Airacho Rekishi Minzoku Shiryokan museum of Airacho in Kagoshima
Prefecture and said to have been owned by SHIMAZU Yoshihiro; one in the
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collection of Setagaya History Archives in Tokyo (said to have been de-
signed by Gen’an) one in the collection of Teisho-in in Suwa City (said to
have been owned by TOKUGAWA Tadateru) ; seven in the collection of the
National Museum of Japanese History; and others.

These hitoyogiri are decorated in many ways. Some are simply coated
with black urushi; others are covered with cherry bark; still others are
first covered with Japanese paper and then coated with black urushi. Of
the hitoyogiri investigated, those at Atsuta Jingu, Airacho, and the two
attributed to TAKEDA Shingen are approximately 35.0 cm long and the
mouths are cut acutely. The one at Shuon-an is 31.6 cm long but the shape
of its mouth is similar to that of the other four. The other Aitoyogiri are all
33.6 cm long and their mouths are cut obtusely. The length of the one at
Teisho-in is 32.7 cm and the shape of its mouth is neither acute nor obtuse.
If we are to accept the dates on the one at Atsuta Jingu and one of the
seven at the National Museum of Japanese History (there is a branded
inscription on one that has the name of HARA Zesai who was active at the
end of the 17th century), the shape of the mouth would be one factor for
determining the period of manufacture. However, since not so many ex-
amples have been investigated, for now we can only point out this possi-
bility and the differences in shape.

In Part II, hitoyogari is considered in the context of the historical tran-
sition from ancient shakuhachi to komuso shakuhachi. The heads of
hitoyogiri and that of one of the many shakuhachi at Shosoin are made
from the part of bamboo closer to the root. With regard to temperament,
it has been conventionally said that it is difficult to change the pitch by
changing the angle at which the player’s mouth is placed against the
mouth of the instrument and that this is the reason for the decline in the
use of hitoyogiri. But it is stated here that it is possible to change the angle
of the player’s mouth and to change the pitch.
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