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(Summary)

Tsukemono for Ro-et and Kada
of the Sho Tablatures of the Toyohara
Family Dating to Nambokucho and
Muromachi Periods

Konpo Shizuno

By focusing on the tablatures that contain tsukemono (accompani-
ment) among the sho tablatures of the Toyohara family that were written
from the Nambokucho to Muromachi periods, this paper seeks:

1. To show that although ro-ei (songs of gagaku) and kada (gatha in San-
skrit and a kind of shomyo) are different kinds of music, there was
musical compatibility between them in the medieval times.

2. To study in what situations tsukemono was performed and what kind
of musical characteristics it had, taking into consideration its relation
with the political powers of the Nambokucho and Muromachi periods,
the time during which these tablatures were written.

The scores investigated were the sho tablatures by Toyohara Hideaki
(1347-87) and those by his son Yukiaki (1348-1426), the former of the
Nambokucho and the latter of the Muromachi periods. The former con-
tains the oldest existing tsukemono among the sho tablatures of the
Toyohara family.

During his time Hideaki was famous among the members of the
Toyohara family as a very talented persons. For this reason, tablatures
written by him were treasured by people of later generations. There is a
close similarity in content between the tablatures of Hideaki and those of
Yukiaki.

A study of the contents of these tablatures suggests that at the time
of Hideaki and Yukiaki tsukemono had the following characteristics.
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Tsukemono for ro-ei and kada appear at the third and fourth phrases of
the lyric (in the case of kada, musubute, a closing phrase, appears at the
end of the fourth phrase). This shows that in the medieval period re-e:
took the form of four parts rather than today’s three parts.

Today, tsukemono played by sho is rendered in a single tone melody,
but in the medieval period it included aitake (chords composed of 6
notes) or was rendered with 2 notes or 3 notes played together. In this
sense, it is closer musically to renditions of choshi and netori. In addi-
tion, tsukemono had a similar role with choshi and netori in that it

served as a guide to pitch.
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