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(Summary)

Japanese Flutes Manufactured in
the Kamakura Period

—— Three Examples Found inside
the Body of Buddha Statues ——

TakaKuUwA Izumi
Nocawa Mihoko

In 1949 a Japanese flute with seven holes was found inside the body
of a statue of Amida, which was manufactured in 1274, at Ankokuji in
Tomonoura, Hiroshima prefecture. This flute seems to have been made
since in the first half of the Kamakura period. Although differences in the
method of manufacture can be seen, there are other ryuteki flutes made in
a similar way in the collections of the Tokyo National Museum and
Hikone Castle Museum. For this reason, it appears that such a method of
manufacture was by no means special during the Kamakura period. An
examination of the pitch revealed that this flute was played at a pitch
approximately the same as that of today’s ryuteki. Although ryuteki is an
instrument whose date of manufacture is difficult to determine, the dis-
covery of this particular flute will serve as a standard for future examina-
tion of wind instruments.

In 1986, a Japanese flute with six holes was found inside the body of
a statue of Jizo, the principal image of Jakko-in in Kyoto prefecture. Since
the statue itself was made in 1299, it is assumed that this flute was also
made in the first half of the Kamakura period. Today, there are also flutes
with six holes, namely kagurabue and komabue. However, the flute found
at Jakko-in is much smaller than today’s flutes and its pitch is higher.
Another six-holed flute of similar size as that of Jakko-in was also found
inside the body of a statue of Jizo (1221) at Seiryoji. Since it has been said



24

that old komabue was smaller than today’s komabue, these two examples
may be interpreted as old komabue or kagurabue. However, another inter-
pretation is that they were intentionally made smaller to fit inside the
body of a statue.

Of the two interpretations mentioned above, the former seems more
probable when several examples of small flutes excavated from historic
sites throughout Japan are considered. Although the number and posi-
tion of their holes differ, their size is similar to that of the flute found at
Jakko-in. Among such excavated flutes the one excavated from Toma
Site at Hyakkengawa in Okayama prefecture, in particular, is similar in
size. Moreover, the sited itself can be dated to the Kamakura period.
Thus, it may be said that during the Kamakura period small flutes that
are not known today were played.



