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[Summary)

Results and Issues related to the Making of
a Manual on Folk Performing Arts:
Aomori Prefecture’s “Manual for
Transmission” as an Example

ONODERA Setsuko

There were not many opportunities until now for transmitters of folk
performing arts to review objectively artistry and skills that they have
been transmitting or to consider most desirable ways of transmitting
them. Project for the Support of Transmission of Traditional Culture of
Aomori Prefecture is an example of a system that aims to support these
transmitters and their activities.

The prefecture is divided into three districts and a transmission com-
mittee of each district deliberates and determines what should be trans-
mitted, produces documentary videotapes and manuals for transmission
(with photographs analyzing movements and recorded music scores), con-
ducts interviews to record information about transmission of performing
arts, and holds classes and other events to transmit these performing arts
as ways of utilizing the surveyed materials.

However, problems have arisen in the process of advancing the
project and in utilizing materials related with the transmission of perform-
ing arts. A more desirable way of transmitting folk performing arts will
become clearer by studying these problems. By introducing a concrete
case of a particular performing art, this paper also presents one method for

documenting folk performing arts.
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