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(Summary)

On Sokyoku-jirei in the Collection of Kano

Bunko, Tohoku University
NocAwA Mihoko

Sokyoku-jirei in the collection of Kano Bunko, Tohoku University, is
an anthology of music scores with a preface written in 1835 and a post-
script written the following year. The editor is Kojima Koso. The preface
was written by his friend, Fujino Shinzo. According to the preface, it ap-
pears that this anthology was made as an excerpt of Danso-shimpu, which
was not published because of lack of funds. Danso-shimpu was composed
of 14 volumes divided into three groups: Ichibu-shimpu’ (a collection of
scores for koto-kumi’uta, a type of musical compositions consisting of sev-
eral smaller pieces sung to the accompaniment of koto ), ‘Bugai-shimpu’ (a
collection of scores of treasured pieces of koto-kumi'uta), and ‘Rangyoku-
shimpu’ (a collection of scores other than koto-kumi'uta). Sokyoku-jirei
contains scores of “Yamatobumi” and “Kagaribi” which were compiled in
‘Rangyoku-shimpu.’ Both songs were originally jiuta (songs played to the
accompaniment of shamisen). Two collections of sokyoku scores that were
originally jiuta has been known: Hanano-hibiki (1809) and Chie-no-hitoe
(1833). Sokyoku-jirei has become the third.

Sokyoku-jirei also contains a list of songs collected in ‘Rangyoku-
shimpu.’ This list is important as a historical material in that it enables the
identification of the year of composition of jiuta in Kyoto in the first half
of the 19" century. In addition, since it contains many pieces which are
noted “sokyoku version” it is possible to learn the situation under which j
iuta was changed to sokyoku in the first half of the 19" century. Moreover,
since, of the two pieces mentioned earlier, the score for “Kagaribi” did not
exist, its melody was revealed for the first time through Sokyoku-jirei. It
is to be regretted that Danso-shimpu does not exist today, but it may be
said that the historical value of its excerpt, Sokyoku-jirei, is extremely
great.
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