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(Summary)

Measures for the Revitalization
of Folk Performing Arts

HosHINO Hiroshi

During the period of great economic growth of the mid-1960s, there
was a notable decrease in population in the agricultural and mountainous
villages of Japan. Also, communities composed of the elderly and families
with few children began to appear. For these reasons, it became difficult
to find successors of folk performing arts, and some of these arts were dis-
continued or forced to undergo significant changes. However, as a coun-
termeasure for such phenomena, in recent years attempts are being made
throughout the country to strive for the transmission of such folk per-
forming arts as part of school education. As an example of such an at-
tempt, the case of “Kanzawa no Okunai” a performing art of the Kuma
District of Tenryu City in Shizuoka Prefecture, is introduced to show how
it is transmitted and what its present situation is.

Furthermore, the paper discusses what concrete measures are possible
for the revitalization of folk performing arts, by taking into consideration
reports published by the Cultural Properties Protection Department of the
Agency for Cultural Affairs since 1980 on the subject of measures to bring
cultural properties closer to the lives of the people.
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