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(Summary)

Bodily Expression in China:
Xigu and Dance

Hosor Naoko

Almost all xigu in China (Chinese Opera) have its origin in the Han
people or have received the influence of xiqu of the Han. However, al-
though dance is abundant among ethnic groups other than Han, it is not
so with the Han. What is the reason for this? When we look at the history
of biaoyan yishu (performing arts) of China, we notice that the method of
bodily expression in xiqgu have its roots mainly in dance and the martial
arts. Dance used as a method of bodily expression in xiqu falls into one of
two types. The first type is that in which dance is used as it is. In this case
the question is at which point in the xigu dance, which by nature is rich in
lyricism, is used. When used in an appropriate context, dance acquires
epicism. However, this would be nothing more than theatrical dance. Per-
formance skills employing dance movements are achieved by using dance
in another way: that is, by incorporating choreographic patterns into act-
ing. Here, dance is divided into smaller patterns, thus removing the lyri-
cism inherent in dance and using dance for narrative purposes. This can
be done only with appreciatory dance; it is very difficult with participa-
tory dance. Therefore, it is assumed that ethnic groups of small number
could not produce their own xigu because their dance was mainly of par-

ticipatory type.
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