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[Summary)

Hana-matsuri Dance:
Its Structure and Meaning;

Focusing on Kobayashi Hana-matsuri

NAKAMURA Shigeko

Hana-matsuri, a representative folk art of Aichi Prefecture, is kagura
centered on the winter solstice when the duration of sunshine is shortest.
It is one type of shimotsuki kagura which is transmitted throughout Japan.
Hana-matsuri is composed of various Shinto rituals and dances. Shintoist
and Buddhist gods in the area are beckoned to the festival grounds where
water is boiled in a cauldron, and the sponsor of the festival offers holy
water to the gods and prays for safety and good health in the new year.
During the festival, many demons appear, swing broad axes, do magic
which renews the year, and dance a magical dance called henbai (magical
step) which appease evil spirits confined to the earth. Between the dances
of these demons, five dances are danced by young people. The youngest
group receives the Shintoist and Buddhist gods by dancing Hana-no-mai,
the 14 and 15 year olds dance Mitsu-mai and Ji-gatame-no-mai to ward off
evil spirits and epidemics, the 17 and 18 year olds dance for good health in
Yotsu-mai, and those around the age 20 dance for renewed life in Yu-
bayashi-no-mai.

The composition of shimotsuki kagura seen in hana-matsuri is common
nation-wide, and is a kagura created by the people who had to live in a

harsh natural environment in order to survive.
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