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(Summary)

The Aim of Havafushi:

Concerning the inscriptions in Zeami’s scripts

TAKAKUWA Izumi

In Zeami’s writings, hayafushi, a term which is obsolete today, was
used as one component part of No. It is now known that this term formerly
indicated an wtai (song) rhythm called chinori (a rhythmic type in which
a verse of 16 morae is divided into a unit of 8 beats). In Zeami’s original
scripts, ge-hayafushi (a segment sung syllabically in the lower register) is
indicated at the ending section of Eguchi, Matsura, Akoyanomatsu, and
Furu. However, among these pieces, only Furu and Matsura are sung in the
chunori rthythm. Others are sung in the hiranori rhythm (an ordinary
rhythmic type in which a verse of 12 morae is divided into a unit of 8
beats). The common factors among these four pieces were music form
and the position of the segment, not the rhythm. Hayafushi comes after a
dance or song sung in the 6no7i rhythm (a rhythmic type in which a verse
of 8 morae is divided into a unit of 8 beats). After the leisurely but rhyth-
mical onori rhythm, however, this part is sung in an articulate singing
style as if note duration were shortened into half. Because of this, it is
called haya-fushi (haya = quick, fushi = musical strains). Other common
factors concerning form are that the first phrase begins on the middle tone
and is repeated in order to change the mood. In pieces composed after
Zeami’s time, hayafushi was not thought of as an individual component
but rather as one part within other long formalized parts.
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