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A Study on 78 RPM Record “Kami-Ji”
: Recording of “Kawasho” performed by TAKEMOTO Tsudayu III
and TSURUZAWA Tomojiro VI

Iiima  Mitsuru

The 78 RPM three-disc record “Kami-Ji” released in 1922 or 1923 is a recording of “Kawasho”
performed by TAKEMOTO Tsudayu III (1869-1941), a narrator of gidayu-bushi joruri, and
TSURUZAWA Tomojiro VI (1874-1951), a shamisen-player of gidayu-bushi joruri. It is said to be one
of their best recordings.

”

“Kawasho (the Kawasho Teahouse)” is the first scene of “Shinju Ten no Amijima (The Love
Suicides at Amijima),” written by CHIKAMATSU Monzaemon and premiered in 1720. In the record,
Tsudayu III and Tomojiro VI play about a quarter of the second half of “Kawasho” (about 18
minutes of recording time). The title of the record comes from the main character, Kamiya Jihel.
The current version of “Kawasho” is based on a libretto partially adapted by CHIKAMATSU
Hanji in 1778. However, since it is said that Tsudayu III and Tomojiro VI performed “Kawasho”
using the original script by CHIKAMATSU Monzaemon in 1917 rather than the adaptation script
that was already common at that time, the record is likely a reproduction of their 1917 version.
Today, there is no one to perform the original libretto “Kawasho” anymore. Nor has sufficient

research been conducted of the 1917 version. This record is not only excellent in terms of

performance content, but it is also valuable as a recorded material.
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