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Report on the Restoration of “Kuro-urushi Kodo”
in the Collection of the Museum of East Asian Art, Berlin

KITAMURA Shosai

Name of the Object: Kuro-urushi Kodo (Black lacquered drum body)

Owner: Museum of East Asian Art, Berlin

Inventory Number: 1554

Inscription: The word “Todaiji” is inscribed on the side near one end of the body
Measurements: 41.6 X 14.2X9.5cm

Conservator; Kitamura Shosai

Condition of Damage:

The inscription of the word “Todaiji” on the side of the black lacquered drum body near its one
end indicates that the object is one of the Isuzumi used on the occasion of the dedication of the Great
Buddha of Todaiji in 753.

The object is made of a single piece of zelkova wood. After shape forming the body with a lathe,
the surface of the substrate was coated thinly with urushi foundation and kuro-wrushi. The entire
surface of the urushi coating film was covered with minute cracks and soil, and there was a risk of
the coating film falling. The wooden substrate had also become exposed due to exfoliation around
the end and at the center of the body.

To restore this object, it was necessary to remove the soil on the surface, to prevent further
exfoliation of the coating film, to reinforce the coating film and to apply kiwa sabilsike around the

edges of the coating film.

Outline of the Restoration Process

The following steps were taken in restoring the object.

1. Small pieces of gampi paper were pasted onto the cracked parts in order to prevent exfoliation.

2. Soil on the surface was removed with water.

3. All the gaps between the substrate and the coating film were adhered with mugi wrushi.

4. Mugi urushi was impregnated into all the cracks that had spread over the surface of the coating
film in order to stabilize it.

5. Sabi shitaji was applied on the edges of the coating film around those parts where the wooden

substrate underneath had become exposed, in order to make the transport and exhibit of the
object possible.

6. Raw urushi was impregnated onto the surface of the substrate in order to reinforce the coating
film.

7. A paulownia box was made to store the object.
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Kuro-urushi Kodo (detail, after restoration)
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Kuro-wrushi Kodo (detail, before restoration)





