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[Summary]

Inventory of Kabuki Postcards and Photographs of Kabuk:
Actors in the Collection of the Department of Intangible
Cultural Heritage of the National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo:

Meiji and Taisho Periods
UMETADA Misa

This paper presents a list of 1097 items (1131 pieces) of kabuki postcards and photographs of
kabuki actors dating from 1905 to 1926 in the collection of the Department of Intangible Cultural
Heritage of the National Research Institute for Cultural Properties, Tokyo.

Photographic materials of the modern era (after the Meiji period), like postcards and photo-
graphs of actors, are important materials related to kabuki as are the actors prints dating to the
Edo period. However, although the prints have been investigated and their data made available
for use in research of kabuki in the recent years, the same is not true with photographic materials.

In making the inventory, effort was made to verify as much as possible the dates and titles
of plays performed and the names of actors and their roles in the plays. It was also found during
this investigation that with some of the materials the actual date of the photographs and that
recorded on them did not coincide.

The photographic materials listed here are only a part of the materials on kabuki. But the
work of investigating photographic materials and of making them available to researchers is of
great importance in the study of kabuki today. In that sense, it is believed that the inventory will
be of value in the utilization of photographic materials.
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