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(Summary)

Notes on Shiki-sanban:
The Era of the so-called Genroku Kabuki

KAMAKURA Keiko

Shiki-sanban of the era of Genroku kabuki was performed as a cere-
mony and as dramatic performing arts. Okina, senzai, and sanbaso in
Shiki-sanban sometimes appear in a scene in different plays in Kabuki. It
has been said that among these Okina who is the most important character
could be performed by the entrepreneur of a theatre who was said to have
the previlege, but this custom has disappeared since the end of the seven-
teenth century. It has become an art of appreciation rather than only a
ceremony.

Sanbaso was quite popular as a ceremony or a scene in a play, and an
article by a critics concerning sanbaso which was given in “Yakusha-
hyobanki” that critiqued the performers in those days can substantiate this
point. However, there are many unclear points concerning a concrete per-
formance of Shiki-sanban which including the sanbaso , which is a future
topic of research.
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