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Résumé

Seiji HIGUCHI and Tomokichi IWASAKI :

Conservation of Iron Objects Unearthéd on the Summit of Mt. Nantai, Nikko

More than 1,300 iron objects, ranging from the Archaic to Medieval Ages, were
unearthed in 1959 on the summit Mt, Nantai. While they were kept in the museum
at the foot of the mountain, rust on them progressed, causing them to be disfigured.
For prevention of rust and for reinforcement, we treated them in 1964 with vacuum
infiltration of xylen solution (ca.309%) of acrylic resin. Before treatment the iron
©bjects were wrappeb thickly with Japanese paper or pulp for the purpose of lesse-
ning the gloss caused by the resin remaining on the surfabe. When this wrapping
layer of paper or pulp was of adequate thickness, the resin on the surface of the
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objects was absorbed gradually into it during, the the cource of drying, so that the:
layer could be removed easily without adhering to the iron surface. The interstices:
in the iron base as well as in the rust could be filled in with the necessary amount
of resin for reinforcement. We, thus, were able to satisfy the dual prposes of
preventing rust and reinforcing without causing gloss of the resin.



